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GENTLEMEN, | | . LON 


IVR 


molt ſerious attention to the anriexed 


Memorial, and the Letters that, paſſed 


between Sir James Stirling and myſelf, 


on the ſubjett. of it. If thoſe 2 had 
been confidential ones, I ſhould not have 


printed them; but having written to him 


as your, Preſes, when Lord Provoſt of 
Edinburgh, they are to be conſidered, As 


official letters only. 


In place of writing to the preſent wa 
thy Lord Provoſt of: Edinburgh, on the 
* — ſubject, I think it may fave time 


to apply dry to each Royal Burgh, 
as what 1 e is of great national con- 
cern, —— particularly to the whole 
% the Royal — 435 beſides parta- 

king. in the F welfare, will receive 
a ſhare of Es an ariſing from the 


propoſed buſigeſs, ag a permanent reye- 
nue, Wi out the advance of any money. 


a2 Tam 


\ 


(4.9 


I am certain I can ſhew how every 
man in the kingdom, that is induſtrious, 
may not only live comfortably, but make 
money; conſequently may become a va: 
luable member of fociety. Whoever has 
e property by honeſt induſtry, 

will not only ſupport our preſent happy 
conſtitution, but will be ready to defend 
it with his life, as all he has got by labour 


will be in danger. | IF 
Where: ever trade and manufactures 
flouriſh, the people attend to thoſe, and 
give themſelves little trouble about ſtate 
matters. By far the greateſt number of 
thoſe who went into the rebellions of 
1715 and 1745, were from thoſe parts of 
the country where manufattures were 
hardly known; and the people having 
little to do, Were eaſily miſled. It was 
otherwiſe in 8 and Glaſgow, 
both which places raiſed regiments \ for 
the defence of the country; and few peo- 

le will now doubt, but if one Royal 
Burgi had been built in the Iſland of 
Lewes, and another in Lochaber, agree- 
able to the act of parliament of James the 

6th; in 1597, there would have been no 


rehellions in Scotland, or emigrations 


from it; no good reaſon can be aſſigned 
why ſuch burghs ſhould not now be Built. 
The Highlands and iſlands are capable 
of great improvement, and from my 
knowledge of many of the ory ghar 
Sno Su. 6 en 15% qghom 


x 
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r 
whom I employed when I reſided at Lun- 
carty, I believe them to be ſober, honeſt, 
induſtrious, docile, and much attached 
to their benefactors. If agriculture, fiſhe- 
Ties, and manufattures, were introduced 
as they may be by my improved Plan, 
all would find full employment, live com- 
fortably, and even acquire opulence. | 
It would be prejudicial to the. intereſt 
of the Royal Burghs, as well as mine, to 
have the particulars of the Plans dit- 
cloſed, before we have parliamentary ſe- 
curity to ſhare the profits with govern- _ 
ment. There is no claſs of people but - 
what will be benefited by thoſe Plans, 
and the miniſters and ſchoolmaſters over 
the whole country, who hitherto have 


received no advantage by the former im- 


provements, will have an addition to 
their preſent incomes, when thoſe Plans 
are adopted; and I am happy to think, 

that the ſucceſs of this buſineſs depends 

in a great meaſure on {nie ; when 

I confider that you ſend fifteen members 
to parhament, I am conhdent you may 
have every thing you can reaſonably aſk, 
and what I wiſh you to ſolicit is only to 
have a ſhare with government, of the 
rofits to ariſe from the introduction of 
8 — New Branches of Manufactures, &c. 
and from ſome improvements in the agri- 
culture, fiſheries, &c. to be carried on 
by you and myſelf, under the name of 
4 ag. «The 


W * 
PA 
= 
: 
. : 
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ll 
*The. Royal Burgh Company : {6 rea- 
be 


| ſonable a requeſt will not be denied to o 
reſpectable a body as the Royal Burghs, 
who have greater parliamentary intereſt 
than any Uther corporate body whatever; 
beſides, charters and acts of parliament 
are frequently granted to towns, compa- 
nies, and even to individuals, though 
government does not ſhare in the profits, 
Lat in this propoſal they are. to partake. 
Perhaps a royal charter may anſwer in 
place of an act of parliament, and that 
you may obtain at any time, when it is 
underſtood that commerce, manufattures, 
induſtry, and I can add, good morals, 
are its ſole objects; not only his majeſty's 
miniſters, but your own members will 
rejoice in rendering ſo eſſential a ſervice 
to the kingdom, as England and Wales 
will alſo reap many advantages from this 
ropoſed company; every ingenious per- 
on, whether natives or foreigners, that 
has any thing of public utility to propoſe, 
will be aſüſted by the Royal Burgh Com- 
any, as will evidently appear when m 
lans are publiſhed and e 
It will then be evident, that though my 
Plans are very extenſive, yet ſuch parts 
as are moſt approved may be. firſt put in 
execution without prejudice to the other 
arts. To ſay Fools thing that ought to 
| be ſaid on this buſineſs, would far ex- 


* 9 


; ceed the bounds of a letter. I muſt there- 
PEN 0 ory tees lore 


3 3.8 


fare beg your attention to "he ed 
'Propoſals and Sketch of a Plan to pre: 
vent Crimes, both fold by Mr. Murray, 
No. 32, F leet Street, London. Voü will 
find me ready to communicate what more 
is neceſſary, either to yourſelves or ſuch- 
gentlemen as you may think proper to 
appoint, to adviſe with me; being 'fully , 
convinced I can ſatisfy them; that what 
I propoſe is the moſt beneficial offer that 
has, ever. been made 505 to you only, but 
- allo; to the country — J dehre no 
other reward but a * of the 5 — ) 
that may ariſe —_ the execution of my 
Plans. 

I {hall be happy to receive your early 
N to this 25 oſal, ive you to me, 
NE 31; — London; and as 
| there may be a great number of letters 
on this buſineſs; I hope it will apologize 
— my requeſting that they may come 
free * expence. I am, peel 


Gentlemen 3 
Your moſt obediefit, and 


e devoted ſervant, 
London, 17 June, 1793. 


JOHN DONALDSON. 


a 4 To 


e . 


To ths Honturabile the General Convention of 


© "the Riydl Burghs of Scotland, the humble 
| Monorial of 


 SHEWETH,  - 


b , 


- gretit expence, and after many years 
| udy and 7 — found out, ad in- 
. vented ſeveral Plans which tend greatly 
to advance the public good, a ſketch of 
which plans you will find in my printed 


I 


will ſee that I am willing to lay the whole 
open, upon being ſecured that no advan- 
tage will be taken of ſuch informatign 
without my conſent ;. and as I have 


honour of being a Burgeſs and Guild- 


brother in ſeveral places, I apply to you, 
Gentlemen, and brother Burgefles, for your 


_ aſſiſtance in bringing forward Plans of ſo 
great and ſo general advantage. The 


chief purport of this Memorial is men- 


tioned in the 53d page of my propoſals. . 


Improvements are {low and progreſſive, 
being generally carried on by the indivi- 


dual inventors who have the . prejudices 
of mankind to combat with; I well know 


what difficulties my father met with in the 
linen trade, who had only one ſcheme to 


bring forward; and here I have many, and 
- . in 


HAr 1 your Memorialiſt have with 


ropoſals here with delivered, and to which 
beg leave to refer you: though I do not 
therein communicate the manner in which 
thoſe Plans are to be carried on, yet you 


ei 


in the evening of life, I cannot hope to 
receive much pecuniary advantage from 
them. But I truſt to be able to lay before 
the public, a method how all m pro- 
| — may be directly brought forward 
and be productive in a much ſhorter time 
than if carried on by individuals, or even 
by companies, according to the preſent 
forms. Kbps Dad 
My wiſh, by the preſent Memorial is, 
that the Royal Burghs ſhould participate 
with government in the profits reſulting 
from my Plans, when BY in execution; 
and therefore I apply, Gentlemen, to you, 
to ſolicit an AR of Parliament, ſecuring to 
yourſelves and to me a ſhare of thoſe pro- 
1 upon ſuch parts aSthey are pleaſed to 
adopt. * NR ORR 
| Wh impoſſible to form any juſt idea of 
my Plans until they are printed and fully 
explained, and even then it will take as 
much time to comprehend the whole as 
for a perſon. to learn navigation, or any 
art or ſcience that is taught by books; 
vet all who read them with attention, will 
ſee that they ſhould be immediately gone 
into, the certainty of ſucceſs being ſo evi- 
dent; I mean alſo to ſhew, that the preſent 
conteſt about a reform in the internal go- 
vernment of the Royal Burghs may be 
amicably ſettled to the ſatisfaction of all 
„ RO... 18 
There will be no call on you for money 
8 | to 


they will yield an income to the Roya 
Burghs, heſides promoting the agriculture, 


to carry on theſe Plans; on the 1 


fiſheries; manufactories, and trade of the 


country. 


Your Memotialiſt humbly hopes, the 


Honourable Convention of Roy 


Burghs will take this Memorial 
into conſideration, and grant ſuch 


aid to your Memorialiſt as to them 
mall ſeem meet, and your Me- 
morialiſt ſhall ever pray, &c; 
London, 17th June, 1791. | 


EOS SS. 4 es 
| I did myſelf the honour to 


1 
9 * Te. . 1 - . 5 * 
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London, 22d June, 1792; 


Jon Doxatpson. 


write your lordſhip the 17th June, 1791, 


to which I have not been favoured with 


any anſwer; your lordſhip may have good 
reaſons for not preſenting my Memorial 
to the General Convention of Royal 
Burghs, but they are unknown to me. ue 
thing T know, that had that Memorial 


been preſented” and properly conſidered, 
the preſent conteſt about a reform in the 


internal government of the Royal Burghs 


would have been amicably ſettled with 
harmony and peace; in plage of which, I 
| was ſorry to ſee by the Papers, there were 
- ſuch dangerous riots, and your lordſhip 


was 


use enk Wei ene es, 


my Plan wil be of the utmoſt ſervice to 


the Whole country, IL muſt requeſt your 
lordſhip will let me know whether or not 
you will do me the honaur to preſent the 

| 8 at the firſt meeting. I muſt not 
let this ſeaſon paſs, eſpecially as much 
has been ſaid in Parliament in favour of 


my Plan to prevent crimes, and part of it 


is put into the New Police Act. 


I have the honour to be, with great 


reſp ec. 
| My Los, FAT "Ws 
Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient, 
aaand moſt humble ſervant, 


Py 


The Right Honourable 
the Lord Provoſt of 
Edinburgh. 


s # 
PO "I 9 1 _— _ — A 


4 oh 1 
— — —— — 


Edinburgh, 2 5th J ane, I 792. | 


1 


country for a few days, I received your 
letter of the 22d current, reflecting on me 
for not e our Memorial laſt 
year to the General Convention of Royal 
Burghs, which, ſhould it have been at- 
tended with effects you mention, is cer- 
tainly an omiſſion much to be regreted; 
the reaſon I do not now exactly recolleR, 


but if ſtill very ſolicitous, and if you will 


tranſmit 


LY 


> JOHN. DONA LDSON, © 


\ 


4 


While juſt ſetting out for the . 


0 12) 


tranſmit me a copy with a written requiſi- | 


tion, I ſhall ſurely have it preſented at the 


meeting next month. In the mean time, 


I remain, 


Vour moſt obedient ſervant, - 
- JAMES STIRLING, 


„ Provoſt. © 
John Donaldſon, Efq- FEY 


——— the. 


MY LORD, | — 


deſire, have incloſed another copy of my 


Memorial to be preſented to the General 


Convention of the Royal Burghs, with my 
eee propoſals, to which it refers; 1 


hope your lordſhip will alſo do me the 
honour to acquaint them, that if my pro- 


olals are gone into, they ' will receive 
_ —— thouſands a- year, beſides anſwerin 
the other benevolent purpoſes mentioned. 
The buſineſs is intended to be carried 
on by Managers in Edinburgh (ſee pa 
47) Who will have the conducting the 
whole of it by means of agents through 


the country, in ſome degree like the ho- 


nourable board of truſtees for manufac- 
tures, &c. who appoint their own officers 


and ſtamp ' maſters, in the places they 
think beſt; this board was only eſtabliſned 


by patent, in 1727, and my father had the 


honour 


Agreeable to your lorſhip's 


U 
. * 
9 * 
* 
- - 


| honour of being one of the projectorgę of 
it, and the ſtamp. maſters (entirely a plan 
ol his own): all the people x 7B with 
the truſtees, hold their places indepen- 
dent of government, and yet they have no 
better friends. Buſineſs carried on in this 
Way becomes popular, but it is not ſo in 
the different branches of revenue; beſides, 
government, when they give a friend an 
office, they are deprived of their further 
ervices. | 133 
In all countries and at all times, any 
thing new, is objected to as impoſſible. In 
Queen Elizabeth's reign, it was propoled 
to encourage the cultiyation of wheat; Mr, 
Secretary Cecil ſaid, that God and nature 
had ordained that England ſhould be 
a graſing country, and we ought to be ſa- 
' tisfied, and continue to import our wheat 
mem GE: ETD 
The preſent age have had ſo many 
proofs of the utility of new inventions and 
improvements, that 1 hope they will be 
ready to encourage all ſchemes that tend 
to the public advantage, by giving them 
a candid hearing, and making a fair trial. 
I have the honour to be. 
| ww © Sin Wi Sib 
.., Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient, * 
aand moſt humble ſervant, 
+,» JOHN! DONALDSON. 
The Right Hon. the Lord Provoſt of Edinburgh. -, © 


- 


0 440 5 

e rens, 3 > Fbadbe, 3d Augufl, 1792. 

1 4 * had” Yr honour of Vvriting 
your 16rdſkip, the 4th of July laſt, with a 
ſecond copy of, my Memorial to be pre- 
ſented” tg the eneral Convention of 
Royal Butz hs: as the meeting is now Oder, 
1 iake'the benz 0 reqteſt y our lordſhip 
Will do me the honour to et ine SHOW 
what they have dons in it. 1 8 

T nabe the honour to be, it great 
e My,Loxp, e 

1 Tout. Lordfhip's mot obedietit, 
| 15 OR and moſt humble ſervant,” ; 
77 Ss F „ 
| The e Hon, the Loo Provo of e 


e! . 22d Match, 1793. . 


- 185119100 


6 x had "the honour of writing 
you. the gd of Augull. laff, to which have 
| not been favoured Wit any, anſwer. 
I truſt. you, preſented; my Memorial to 
- | the General Convention of Royal Burghs, 
agreeable to your promiſe, a nd again, re- 
quelt.to; know what has 3 done con- 
cerning ſaid Memorial; as I muſt now 
endeavour to make further application 
to the Royal Burghs, on. bit intereſting 
buſineſs. 

In November laſt, I id a Sketch 
of a Plan to prevent Crimes, (price 6d. 

{old by Mr. Murray, No. g2, F * Street) 

and alto * how the New Police 3 
as 
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has been benefited by my communica-. 
tions. If neceſſary, Ian produce proofs 
of the public being much beneſited by m/ 
labours and communications, for which Þ— | = 7 
I have not received one penny of public . 


[Ilbe remainder of this letter is not 


neceſſary ta be inſerted, veivg only con 

cerning my Patent Candles, made and 

ſold now by Mr. Breeknell, No. 3¹ Hay. 
— I have the to be, with great 3 
reſpect, Sir, e 8 

4 ' Your moſt obedient, and moſt wi 


humble ſervant, os 
We * JOHN DON ALBSON. | 
Bir James Stirling, Bart. 5 


1 2 . N 4 


— 2 
— * * 9 


SIR, |, _  - Edinb. 26 March, 1793. 

I was yeſterday favoured with your 
letter of the 22d, The Memorial you 
mention, I received, and preſented as 
you defired, to the Committee of Royal 

n laſt year ; what, or whether they 

did any thing in conſequence, I do not 
no recollect; but Mr, John Gray, their 

clerk, is at preſent in London —if you 
will take the trouble to apply to him, he 
may be able to give you ſome informa- 
tion. I am, Sir, ' 

PZ Your moſt obedient ſervant. | 

| | JAMES STIRLING,. * 1... "wt 
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